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All participant take flower petals in their hand for puja.
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Om. To Shri MahaLakshami, MahaSarasvati and MahaKali who
are all in one Chaamundaa Devi, | offer my obeisance)
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The Gayatri mantra is a vedic (RV 3.62.10) meter of 24 Akshar, 11 words. This mantra is
accepted by all the seers of the Truth, including Lord Krishna Himself, as the greatest mantra for
meditation. In India, specially among orthodox Hindus, it is never chanted publicly, for it is the
most sacred mantra. The main reason for such secrecy is that people who lack purity of mind and
do not practice any spiritual discipline may misuse this mantra that is meant for spiritual
illumination. This mantra was revealed to sage Vishvaamitra by Maharishi Vasishtha when
Vishvaamitra conquered all the enemies: lust, anger, greed, attachment, arrogance, and jealousy
one by one through austerities and meditation and attained cosmic consciousness. One may fall
many times, as it happened to the sage, in one's spiritual journey, but must never give up until the
Supreme is attained as done by Vishvaamitra.

It is said that sage Vidyaranya did 24 lakhs (2,400,000) of Gayatri japa and Goddess Gayatri
appeared before him. The sage asked Mother to bless our land with timely rain, bumper harvest,
prosperity, and peace. He did not ask anything for himself!! This is the lesson of selfless service,
given in the Gita, that we should learn and practice.
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AUM bhoor bhuvah svah

AUM is the primeval cosmic creative power (sound energy) of
Para Brahm Paramatma (Shri Krishna) that created
everything: the earth (%¥:bhooh), the planets (¥=:bhuvah), and
the galaxies (@=:svah).

ORUI S

Tat savitur varenyam

That (aqtat) Supreme being who creates everything (@Rg
savitri) is worthy of our solicitation and respect (I
varenyam).

T S e

Bhargo devasya dheemahi

Let us contemplate (¥wfedheemahi) on the glory/light (%
bhargah) of that Divine Being (3a& devasya).

PRI O e R o i R

Dhiyo yo nah prachodayaat

May He (=:yah) enlighten/invigorate/purify or guide (g
prachodayaat) our (R:nah) intellect (& dheeh) in the right
direction.
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A short explanation of 11 names of Devi (written on Navaratri, 9/27/03)
1. jayanti = giver of victory over evil doers

. mangala= giver of moksha

. kali= one who dissolves everything during pralaya

. bhadra kali= giver of bhadra (happiness, prosperity) to bhakta
. kapalini = having kapaal in her hand

. durga= one who is obtained by difficult sadhana

. kshama = one who forgives her devotees

. shiva= one who does good to all.

. dhatri= one who bears the load of everything.

10. svaha= accepts yajna and nourishes all devas.

11. svadha= accepts Tarpan and nourishes Pitra
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